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our economy. Our efforts to open Japan’s mar-
kets as wide as ours is good for American work-
ers and American companies. It’s also good for
Japanese consumers, who today pay much high-
er prices because of their trade barriers.

Opening Japan’s markets is a win-win situation
for everyone. But old habits and entrenched in-
terests die hard. For more than 20 years, every
American President has wrestled with this prob-
lem. Our administration has talked with Japan
for 20 months now. But there’s a big difference
between talk and results. I am determined to
open Japan’s auto market. That’s why I’ve asked
my administration to draw up a list of potential
sanctions to impose against Japanese imports.
We are prepared to act, and we will act soon
if we must.

We don’t want a trade conflict with Japan,
but we won’t hesitate to fight for a fair shake
for American products. And I want to emphasize

two things: We seek no special preference for
American cars and auto products over those of
others. We want all, all countries to have equal
access to Japanese markets. We’ll always take
our chances with fair competition.

I also want to emphasize that Japan is a val-
ued friend and partner. We cooperate on many
important issues, including efforts to open trade
in other areas and to advance our common secu-
rity interests. Japan should join us again. To-
gether we must make sure that the future is
not only safer and more secure but also pros-
perous, more prosperous for the American peo-
ple and for people throughout the world.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 8:50 p.m. on
May 12 in the Map Room at the White House
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on May 13.

Statement Honoring Law Enforcement Officers
May 13, 1995

You are gathered here tonight to honor the
memory of 298 of your fellow law enforcement
officers who laid down their lives to make our
society more lawful and our lives more secure.
In the finest tradition of America’s law enforce-
ment, every day these officers took to the streets
and put the safety and well-being of other
Americans above their own. By giving their lives
to uphold the rule of law, these officers made
the ultimate sacrifice to preserve our freedom.
They are American heroes, and I thank them
and their families on behalf of a grateful nation.

Tonight then, as you add the names of these
brave men and women to the many thousands

of fallen officers whose names already adorn
the walls of this great memorial, let us honor
the memory of all of these officers by rededi-
cating ourselves to restoring the line between
right and wrong and purging our society of the
dark forces that threaten our common peace,
our freedom, and our way of life.

NOTE: Attorney General Janet Reno read the
statement to participants assembled at the Na-
tional Law Enforcement Officers’ Memorial for
the seventh annual candlelight vigil.

Remarks at the Peace Officers Memorial Service
May 15, 1995

Thank you very much. Thank you, Dewey
Stokes, for your kind introduction, for your stir-
ring call to continued vigilance in the cause of
law enforcement, and for your 8 years of fine
leadership of the FOP. I have enjoyed working

with you, and I know that I speak for all law
enforcement, and indeed, all Americans who
know anything about what has been done in
this town in the last 8 years to fight for more
sensible and more peaceful laws for our people,
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when I thank you for 8 years of service and
congratulate you on what you have done. Thank
you, Karen Lippe, for what you said. Attorney
General Reno; Secretary Rubin; Senator Biden;
Congressman Lightfoot; I see Senator Thur-
mond and Congressman Ramstad out in the au-
dience—there may be others; members of the
law enforcement community in the United
States and their family members; and most espe-
cially to the fine families whom we honor here
today for the awful losses they have sustained.

I am proud to be with you here today to
honor the 157 men and women who died for
their country, for law, for order, for peace and
freedom last year. They will long be remem-
bered for their service to our communities, to
their families, and to the Nation. They were
in every sense American heroes.

Just before I came out here I had the privi-
lege of meeting with the family of Hank Daly,
who was gunned down in Washington last No-
vember by a man who brought an assault weap-
on to the station house. To the Daly family
and to all the families who are here, I say a
profound thank you.

Today we pay tribute not only to those who
died but to the families and friends who lost
them and to the fellow officers who carry on
the work that they did. We are here as well
to carry on that work, to ensure that we live
in a nation that is safe, just, and free.

Freedom has endured in this country for
more than 200 years now because we have al-
ways recognized that we cannot have liberty
without responsibility. If we are going to pre-
serve the enormous freedom we have in Amer-
ica, the freedom to speak, the freedom to as-
semble, the freedom to bear arms, then all
Americans must join in and join you and recog-
nize that we cannot preserve the freedoms with-
out responsibility.

If we aren’t safe in our homes at night, if
our children aren’t safe as they go to and from
school, if our parents and grandparents are
afraid to leave their apartments, if our shop-
keepers are afraid to go to work and stay there,
if our police officers have to live in mortal fear
every single day, then to that extent, my fellow
Americans, we are not free. And it is not enough
for citizens to say, ‘‘Fighting crime is the Gov-
ernment’s job, and as long as I’m not violating
the law, I have utterly no responsibility to help.
I’ll oppose any reasonable law enforcement
measure I don’t like. I will go about my busi-

ness. I have no responsibility.’’ Neither is it
enough for people in Government to say,
‘‘We’ve gone so far; we can’t go any further.
Until our people, our culture, our values change,
we’ll just be too lawless and too violent.’’

My friends, violence in America cannot pose
a choice between individual responsibility and
social responsibility. The level of violence and
crime, the death we mourn and honor today
demands more of both.

Government’s first responsibility is law and
order, to prevent crime, to punish criminals, to
give you in law enforcement the tools you need
to do both. That is why I was proud to stand
shoulder to shoulder with you last year to pass
the crime bill and the Brady bill before it. The
FOP and every major organization of law en-
forcement in our country supported and fought
for those measures.

The crime bill, as Dewey said, will put
100,000 more police officers on our streets, pre-
vent crime, and toughen sentences. And it will
make clear, as Dewey called for, that anyone
who murders a law enforcement officer from
now on will face the death penalty.

Police officers like you engaged in community
policing are the single best way to fight crime
and to prevent it. I will not stand for any at-
tempt to undermine our common efforts to put
100,000 more police officers on the street. I
will not allow you to be outnumbered or to
be outgunned. The Brady bill was the right
thing to do. And it is saving lives in America
today. The people who are against you and
would not support you were wrong. We have
evidence you were right, and we must stand
with you.

And you asked us to ban deadly assault weap-
ons for a reason. You were tired of seeing crimi-
nals like drug dealers use weapons of war to
gun down police officers on our streets. We
did that in a bill which also protected hundreds
of sporting and hunting weapons. And because
of the ban on assault weapons, every year from
now on there will be fewer names on the memo-
rial not far from here.

We have also done a great deal to increase
the partnership between national law enforce-
ment and those at the State and local level.
For that I thank the Attorney General and the
Secretary of the Treasury. I thank the Directors
of the Secret Service and Alcohol, Tobacco and
Firearms who are here and the FBI Director
and all who have worked so hard so that we
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could do our part to help you to keep America
safer.

But the guts of what we did was in the crime
bill, the Brady bill, and the assault weapons
ban. So when the NRA holds its annual meeting
later this week, I want them to know they can
pressure Congress all they want to try to repeal
the assault weapons ban, but as long as I am
President that ban will be the law of our land.

I also agree with the fine letter that President
Bush wrote just a few days ago. Law enforce-
ment officers in this country deserve our respect
and support. No one has the right to run them
down or to suggest that somehow it is all right
for them to be put in harm’s way. That is not
the American way, and anybody who does it
ought to be ashamed of themselves.

You never walk away from your responsibility.
And your country is not about to walk away
from you. If you’re going to do your job on
the streets, we all have to do a better job, not
just here in Government but as citizens and
parents. We have to do a better job knowing
that we are raising children who understand that
actions have consequences, who know the dif-
ference between right and wrong, who under-
stand that they need to be part of a country
and a community that looks out for them and
gives them people to look up to, like all of
you and all the men and women we honor
today.

The tragic bombing in Oklahoma City last
month first unmasked the evil that humans are
capable of. But the incredible response of the
brave people of Oklahoma City and those who
came from all over America to lend a hand
also shows us that in this country of ours, in
the end, good can prevail.

Eight Federal law enforcement officials died
in the line of duty in the Oklahoma City bomb-
ing. One of them, Al Whicher, a Secret Service
agent who served on my security detail and
President Bush’s, had just recently moved to
Oklahoma City, where we all thought he and
his family would have a more regular and more
relaxed life.

I will never forget the look I saw this morning
in Mrs. Daly’s face when she said, ‘‘I knew
my husband was going to be in law enforce-
ment, and I was proud of that. But I never
expected this to happen to us.’’ As I look across
this sea of people wearing their corsages today,
I’m sure that you never expected it to happen
to you.

Let me say, first of all to you, that I know
this is a painful day for you. And I applaud
your personal courage in enduring the pain to
be here. But you have set an example for your
country by being willing to be here. You have
let America see you. And as long as America
sees you, we will not be able to forget what
our duty is to those whom you loved and all
others who do that work. Thank you for your
courage for being here.

Here in Washington our duty is to bring the
terrorists who committed the horrible act in
Oklahoma City to justice. And we will do that.
And we must do everything in our power to
make sure such a tragedy never happens again.
Because open societies all over the world are
now more vulnerable to the organized forces
of destruction and evil, whether they rise up
from within our country or come here from
without, we must do what we can to ensure
that law enforcement has the tools to deal with
this profound threat to our security and our
way of life. I have sent Congress legislation that
will do exactly that.

Last month, in the wake of the Oklahoma
City tragedy, congressional leaders promised that
I would have the antiterrorism legislation on
my desk by Memorial Day. Since then we have
seen disturbing signs of the old politics of diver-
sion and delay. This plays into the hands of
those who would blame the law enforcement
officers who keep the law, rather than the crimi-
nals who break it. We make a grave mistake
in this country, my fellow Americans, when we
confuse responsibility in that way. And we must
not tolerate it.

Come Friday, a month will have passed since
the Oklahoma City bombing. Congress must act
and act quickly. It would be a good way to
honor the victims of Oklahoma City and the
police officers we honor today if the Congress
would say, ‘‘This is not a political issue; this
is an American issue. We’re going into the next
century with the tools to fight the kind of out-
rage we endured in Oklahoma City. And we
are going to do it without delay.’’

My fellow Americans, we can win the fight
against terrorism, and we can lower the crime
rate in America. We can reduce the number
of law enforcement officers we have to honor
here every year. And we can reduce the number
of innocent citizens who are killed, the number
of innocent children who are deprived of the
chance even to grow up. We can do this if
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we will stand shoulder to shoulder, citizens and
law enforcement, and do what we know works
to lower the crime rate, catch criminals, and
punish them appropriately. If every law-abiding
citizen will raise a voice against crime and vio-
lence, that is the beginning of wisdom and
progress.

So I ask you all today, never forget that the
overwhelming majority of people in this country
honor you, value you, care for your welfare and
the welfare of your families. But never forget,
until our job is done we must live with the
burning reminder of the heartbreak of the fami-
lies here today, and we must do our duty. No
turning back. And we must not let any group
in this country say that they don’t have responsi-
bility for improved law enforcement and a lower
crime rate, that they don’t have a responsibility
to help, that they can ignore what you know
works to save lives and build a better future.

You can be very proud of the progress which
has been made in the last couple of years, not
just here in Washington with the crime bill,
the assault weapons ban, and the Brady law
but on your streets, on your streets where in
place after place the crime rate is declining.
But we are a long way from home.

The happiest day in the lives of people in
law enforcement will be the day when we can
come here and have not one single solitary
heartbroken family to honor.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:49 p.m. at the
West Front of the Capitol. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Dewey Stokes, national president, Fra-
ternal Order of Police, and Karen Lippe, presi-
dent, Fraternal Order of Police Grand Lodge Aux-
iliary. The related proclamation designating Peace
Officers Memorial Day and National Police Week
is listed in Appendix D at the end of this volume.

Remarks on Budget Proposals and an Exchange With Reporters
May 16, 1995

The President. First of all, I want to welcome
the Members here for this meeting. And as you
know, we’re going to be discussing the budget.
And we’ll just make a couple of observations.

I have just returned, as you know, from my
trip, and I look forward to having the oppor-
tunity to study in detail the budget resolutions
passed by the Senate and the House—or offered
by the Republicans in the Senate and the
House.

Obviously, I believe that deficit reduction is
good for our economy. It lowers interest rates.
It promotes growth if it’s done in the right way.
We’re using 7-year figures now. The last Con-
gress reduced the deficit about a trillion dollars
over 7 years, or about as much as the Repub-
lican proposals recommend.

I am concerned, as I have said repeatedly
for months now, about three things. I do not
believe that we should cut Medicare deeply, cut
long-term care for the elderly deeply to pay
for tax cuts for upper income citizens. I believe
that we have to slow the growth of Medicare.
I am glad to hear the majority in Congress ac-
knowledging that, after 2 years of denying that

there is a crisis in Medicare; I agree that there
is. But the proper way to do it is within the
context of health care reform so that we can
consider the implications on the health of our
people, the welfare of our people, as we do
this.

And the third thing I would say is that we
have two deficits in the country that are hurting
us badly. One is the budget deficit; the other
is the education deficit. The most significant
thing about America in the last 15 years is the
stagnant wages of working people and the grow-
ing inequality among middle class people be-
cause they do not have the skills they need
to compete in the global economy. So I don’t
think we should cure the budget deficit by en-
larging the education deficit.

Those are my three preliminary observations.
And I look forward to having the chance to
study this and to work with them and with the
Democrats in the Congress to continue to bring
this deficit down. We must do that. We all agree
with that. But there’s a right way and a wrong
way to do it, and we’re going to be discussing
that in greater detail today.
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